Stem cells in lung repair and regeneration.
Repair or regeneration of defective lung tissue would be of great clinical use. Potential cellular sources for the regeneration of lung tissue in vivo or lung tissue engineering in vitro include endogenous pulmonary stem cells, extrapulmonary circulating stem cells and embryonic stem cells. This review summarizes the recent research on each of these stem cell types and their potential for use in the treatment of lung injury and disease.